
Yampa River: Releases from 
Elkhead Reservoir augment 

base flows, PBO Jan. 2005 

UPPER COLORADO RECOVERY PROGRAM 
Partners Work Together to Coordinate Water Releases 
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Green River: Releases from Flaming 
Gorge Dam augment spring and base 
flows, ROD Feb. 2006 

Duchesne River: Releases from 
Starvation and Big Sand Wash 
Reservoirs augment spring and 
base flows, BO July 1998 

15-Mile Reach–Colorado 
River: Releases from multi-
ple reservoirs and irrigation 
efficiencies augment flows, 
PBO Dec. 1999 

Price River: Opportunities 
being investigated to help 
achieve USFWS suggested 
minimum flows, 
Position Paper May 2012 

White River: Future Water 
Management Plan and PBO 
will identify flow protections 

Gunnison & 
Colorado Rivers: 
Releases from 
Aspinall Unit 
augment spring and 
base flows, 
ROD May 2012 

San Juan River: 
Lake Nighthorse, 
completed in 2011 
Releases from Navajo 
Reservoir augment spring 
and base flows, ROD 
July 2006 

Critical Habitat 

BO Biological 
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The recovery programs currently provide ESA compliance for 2,500 water 
projects using more than 3.7 million acre-feet per year. 

No lawsuits have been filed on ESA compliance for any of these water projects. 
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